A rare muscular anomaly in the upper arm--the chondroepitrochlearis muscle with an aberrant type of the muscular arch of axilla.
A rare muscular anomaly was found in the right arm of a 92-year-old man at Nagoya University in 1995. The anomalous muscle had two heads, one ventral and one dorsal. The ventral head was a continuation of the abdominal part of the pectoralis major muscle, and the dorsal head arose from the lateral surface of the latissimus dorsi muscle. The two heads united at the medical surface of the upper third of the arm to form a common tendon, which descended on the medial surface of the upper arm parallel with a long tendon of the coracobrachialis muscle and attached to the medial epicondyle of the humerus. This anomalous muscle was supplied by the most caudal branch of the pectoral ansa (caudal pectoral nerve) and the intercostobrachial nerve (Th2). This pectoral nerve first innervated the ventral head, and next the greater part of the dorsal head. The intercostobrachial nerve (Th2) innervated a small part of the dorsal head. The present anomaly looked quite similar to the case reported by Yokoh as the coexistence of the chondroepitrochlearis and the dorsoepitrochlearis muscles. However, judging from the muscular origin, insertion and innervation, the ventral head was considered to be the chondroepitrochlearis muscle, whereas the dorsal head was not dorsoepitrochlearis muscle but an aberrant type of the muscular arch of axilla.